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Today’s weather 


Clearing, then 
a moonlit night. 
oe 
se High: 50 
Low: 33 


Sunday: Some sun, 48 | 35 
Monday: A shower, 53 | 51 


Weather report, A2 


Metro<State 


Fired Euclid officer 
sued a second time 


A Euclid police officer who 
was fired after video of a vio- 
lent traffic stop went viral has 
been sued by a second man 
who claims the officer kicked 
him in the face and shocked 
him with a Taser during an 
arrest. A3 


Hours extended: The Cleve- 
land Museum of Art is extend- 
ing hours during the week 
after Christmas for shows 
including one of the hottest 
tickets in town — its popular 
“Jazz Age” exhibition. A3 


Nation&World 


Charlottesville police 
criticized in report 

The police badly mishandled 
white supremacist protests in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, by 
failing to coordinate among 
agencies, give officers the gear 
they needed or keep protesters 
and counterprotesters sepa- 
rate, a former federal prose- 
cutor reported Friday. A4 


Pope defends refugees: 
Pope Francis asks for for- 
giveness from refugees in 
Bangladesh for all the hurt 
and persecution they have 
endured. A4 


Fat Head's Brewery 

is Selling taproom 

Rivals Brewing Co. has agreed 
to buy Fat Head’s Brewery’s 
taproom and production fa- 
cility in Middleburg Heights 
for an undisclosed price. A10 


Forum 


Charges against Flynn 
are boxing in Trump 
Opinion: Michael Flynn’s 
guilty plea to Russia-related 
offenses makes it politically 
harder for Trump to fire spe- 
cial counsel Robert Mueller or 
to pardon Flynn. A15 


Sports 


Cavaliers rookie 

is making his mark 
Cavaliers rookie Cedi Osman 
has found multiple ways to 
endear himself to teammates 
and coaches. After playing in 
Turkey, he says the adjust- 
ment to America has been 
easier than expected. B1 


Diversions 


Orchestra lands 
a musical knockout 


Thursday night at Severance 
Hall, the musical lineup of 
the Cleveland Orchestra 
was about as far-flung as 
possible, and the result was 
an evening of wonderment 
and rapture. P1 


cleveland.com 
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Tax reform 


Late deals ready bill for vote 


Democrats angered by Senate's hastily scribbled revisions 


Jim TANKERSLEY 
AND THOMAS KAPLAN 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON — The Sen- 
ate appeared on the cusp of 
passing the most sweeping 
tax rewrite in generations, 
with Republicans lining 
up to approve an overhaul 
that will touch almost every 


corner of the U.S. econ- 
omy, affecting families, 
small-business owners and 
multinational corporations, 
with the biggest benefits 
flowing to the highest-earn- 
ing Americans. 

Senate leaders were still 
rewriting parts of the bill 
late Friday, and lawmakers 
received a nearly 500-page 


bill containing significant 
changes just hours before a 
planned vote. The last-min- 
ute revisions prompted an 
outcry from Democrats, who 
said it was impossible — and 
irresponsible — for lawmak- 
ers to read, digest and vote 
on a significant piece of leg- 
islation in such a short pe- 
riod of time. Several took to 


social media to attack their 
Republican colleagues. 

Sen. Jon Tester, Democrat 
of Montana, called it “Wash- 
ington D.C. at its worst” in a 
video in which he held up a 
page of the bill with hand- 
written changes scribbled in 
the margins. 

“This is unbelievable, 
we're doing massive tax re- 


form on an absolute incred- 
ible timeline,” he said. “This 
is going to affect everybody 
in this country.” 

Sen. Claire McCaskill, 
Democrat of Missouri, 
posted a list of amendments 
to the bill on her Twitter ac- 
count and cried foul over 
the fact that she got it from 
a lobbyist, not from her col- 
leagues across the aisle. 


SEE TAXES | A12 


Colors of the season 


errick Harris, with the Rockefeller Park Greenhouse, has his arms full of poinsettias Friday 
for the annual Friends of the Greenhouse poinsettia sale, which continues today from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the greenhouse at 750 East 88th St. The colorful holiday plants sell for 


$5 each. The money goes to the greenhouse for various projects. 


E = 


GUS CHAN | THE PLAIN DEALER 


Cuyahoga County 


Budish apologizes for defensiveness 


County exec 
accepts auditor's 
overtime finding 


ANDREW J. TOBIAS 
atobias @cleveland.com 


Cuyahoga County Ex- 
ecutive Armond Budish 
apologized Friday for his 
handling of an employ- 
ee-compensation issue 
that has put him at odds 
with County Council, the 
county prosecutor and the 


Musical prodigy 


county’s in- 
dependent 
internal au- 
ditor. 

In a state- 
ment, Bud- 
ish said he 
now accepts 
the Sept. 29 
findings of 
the county’s internal au- 
diting department, which 
determined the county 
had improperly granted 
$1.7 million in extra pay 
over a three years to sal- 
aried county employees 


Budish 


for working more than 40 
hours a week. 

Budish also said his ad- 
ministration will move 
more quickly to work with 
County Council to update 
the county’s employee-com- 
pensation policies to ad- 
dress the issue. 

This marks an about-face 
from the public stance Bud- 
ish and others in his admin- 
istration have taken in the 
last month. 

Budish previously had 
argued that the extra pay, 
a practice that began be- 


Akron boy plays Carnegie Hall 


12-year-old plays both piano and organ with finesse of a pro 


PATRICK COOLEY 
pcooley@cleveland.com 


AKRON — The last week 
or so has been something 
of a whirlwind for Akron 
boy Daniel Colaner. He 
performed at Carnegie 
Hall, played an organ at 
the iconic St. Patrick’s Ca- 
thedral in Manhattan, per- 
formed on “Good Morning 
America” for a nationwide 
audience and was inter- 


viewed by numerous local 
and national news outlets. 

The 12-year-old prod- 
igy plays the piano and the 
organ with the finesse of a 
seasoned professional, skill- 
fully working the keys and 
pedals with a grace well 
beyond his years. And that 
talent earned him a ticket 
to New York City over the 
weekend. 

He performed at Carnegie 
Hall Sunday and on “Good 


Morning America” Mon- 
day, playing “Fantaisie-Im- 
promptu,” a solo composi- 
tion written by 19th century 
composer and piano virtuoso 
Frederic Chopin. 

Following his sudden burst 
of fame, he sat down with a 
reporter to talk about his re- 
cent outing to the Big Apple 
and how he handles the 
glare of the spotlight. 


fore he took office in 2015, 
was properly awarded. He 
also disputed the audit’s 
findings in a meeting with 
reporters and editors for 
cleveland.com and The 
Plain Dealer. 

Budish’s statement Friday 
said the county takes seri- 
ously its role as a steward 
of tax dollars, as evidenced 
by his efforts to tighten 
county spending on em- 
ployee health care and limit 
future debt. 


SEE BUDISH | A13 


Flynn says 
he lied to 
FBI about 
Russia 


Trump ex-adviser 
agrees to cooperate 


MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
AND ADAM GOLDMAN 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s former na- 
tional security adviser, Mi- 
chael Flynn, pleaded guilty 
Friday to lying to the FBI 
about conversations with 
the Russian ambassador 
last December, becom- 
ing the first senior White 
House official to cut a co- 
operation deal in the spe- 
cial counsel’s wide-ranging 
inquiry into election inter- 
ference. 

Flynn’s discussions with 
Sergey Kislyak, the Rus- 
sian ambassador, were part 
of a coordinated effort by 
Trump’s aides to create 
foreign policy before they 
were in power, documents 
released as part of Flynn’s 
plea agreement show. Their 
efforts undermined the ex- 
isting policy of President 
Barack Obama and flouted 
a warning from a senior 
Obama administration of- 
ficial to stop meddling in 
foreign affairs before the 
inauguration. 

The documents do not 
disclose what Trump knew 
about Flynn’s discussions. 
But in at least one instance, 
prosecutors say, Flynn was 
directed by a “very senior 
member” of the presidential 
transition team to discuss 
a U.N. resolution. Trump’s 
lawyers believe that un- 
named aide was Trump’s 
son-in-law and close ad- 
viser, Jared Kushner, ac- 
cording to a lawyer briefed 
on the matter. 

The transition team was 
led by Vice President Mike 
Pence. 


SEE FLYNN | A12 
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MIKE CARDEW | AKRON BEACON JOURNAL/TNS 
Daniel Colaner plays a Chopin piece on the piano at 
SEE PRODIGY | A13 St. Sebastian Catholic Church in Akron last month. 


© cleveland.com Hear Daniel Colaner play “Fantaisie-Impromptu” by Frederic Chopin. tinyurl.com/colaner17 
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